
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, February 27, 2013 

 

ATTENTION 

 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the probate 

examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be completed and therefore 

have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, February 27, 2013 

 
1 Alexis J. Bustos (Special Needs Trust) Case No. 00CEPR10719
 Atty Haden, Robert T. (for Mark E. Olson – Successor Trustee/Petitioner)    
 (1) First Account and Report of Successor Trustee and (2) Petition for Allowance of  
 Trustee Fees and Attorney Fees 

Age: 16 years 

 

MARK E. OLSON, successor Trustee 
(Private Professional Fiduciary), is 
Petitioner. 
 
Account period: 07/31/10 – 07/31/12 
 
Accounting  - $463,686.15 
Beginning POH - $299,055.65 
Ending POH  - $324,340.49 
 
Trustee  - $8,911.00 ($7,799.00 
has already been paid per Court order 
allowing compensation at 
$350.00/month. Trustee requests 
approval for the remaining unpaid 
portion of $511.00) 
 
Attorney  - $5,112.86 (per 
itemization and declaration for total 
fees in the amount of $4,962.50 
consisting of 18.9 hours broken down 
at .50 hr. @ $175.00/hr., 7.30 hr. @ 
$200.00/hr., 9.40 hr. @ $300.00/hr., and 
1.70 hr. @ $350.00/hr. plus costs in the 
amount of $150.36 for postage, 
photocopies and faxes) 
 
Petitioner prays for an Order: 

1. Settling and allowing the first 
account as filed; 

2. Ratifying, confirming, and 
approving all of the acts and 
transactions of Petitioner as 
trustee; 

3. Allowing reasonable 
compensation to Petitioner for 
ordinary services rendered as 
trustee, in the total amount of 
$8,911.00 for the period 
07/31/10 – 07/31/12, of which 
$511.00 remains unpaid to 
Petitioner; and 

4. Authorizing and directing 
trustee to pay Robert T. Haden 
Professional Corporation, the 
sum of $5,112.86 from the trust 
estate as fees for services 
rendered from 09/01/10 – 
11/20/12. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
CONTINUED FROM 01/30/13 
Minute Order from 01/30/13 states: Counsel requests 
a continuance to address the issues noted in the 
Examiner Notes. 
 
As of 02/21/13, nothing further has been filed in this 
matter and the following comments remain: 

1. Property on hand shows that the trust owns a 

2008 Ford Econoline E-250 Van.  Automobile 

Expense shows varying monthly charges from 

11/11 – 05/12 for a total of $16,830.60 for “Van 

Rental”. It is unclear why the trust rented a van 

when it owned a van.  The Court may require 

more information. 

2. Schedule C-2 shows a disbursement to Sawyer 

Air Conditioning for $10,900.00 for a HEPA unit for 

the house, however this item is not shown as an 

asset of the Trust on the Property on Hand 

schedule.  The Court may require more 

information regarding this item. 

3. Petitioner is requesting total compensation of 

$8,911.00 for the accounting period based on 

the Court’s previous order authorizing 

$350/month to the Trustee.  Based on the 

$350/month the compensation to the Trustee for 

the 24 month accounting period would be 

$8,400.00 not $8,911.00.  Further Schedule C-3 of 

the accounting reflects disbursements to Mark 

Olson in varying amounts rather than even 

monthly payments of $350.00.  The Court may 

require more information. 

4. Schedule C-5 reflects reimbursements to Rafael 

Bustos for various amounts for mileage, vacation 

expenses, mariachi, 15th birthday party, clothing, 

outings, etc.  The Court may require more 

information regarding these reimbursements.  

5. Attorney’s request for fees and costs includes 

costs in the amount of $150.36 for postage, 

photocopies and faxes; however, these costs 

are considered by the Court as part of the cost 

of doing business pursuant to Local Rule 7.17B. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, February 27, 2013 

 

 

 2 Mitzie Gay McBride (CONS/E) Case No. 01CEPR01067 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Guardian – Successor Conservator – Petitioner)  
 (1) First Account Current and Report of Conservator Successor and (2) Petition for  

 Allowance of Compensation to Successor Conservator and Attorney and for (3)  

 Dispensation of Further Accounts 

Age: 56 PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Successor Conservator, is 

Petitioner. 

 

Account period: 10-11-11 through 12-12-12 

 

Accounting:  $ 42,059.33 

Beginning POH:  $ 108.22 

Ending POH:  $ 4,932.77 

 

Conservator: $4,027.68 (for 30.08 Deputy hours @ 

$96/hr and 15 Staff hours @ $76/hr, itemized at 

Exhibit “B”) 

 

Attorney: $1,250.00 (less than Local Rule) 

 

Bond fee: $25.00 (minimum – ok) 

 

Costs: $78.00 (certified letters) 

 

Petitioner requests that due to the insufficiency of 

the estate to pay the fees and commissions that a 

lien be imposed for any unpaid balances of the 

authorized fees and commissions. 

 

Petitioner states the conservatorship estate meets 

the requirements of Probate Code §2628 to 

dispense with further accountings.  

 

Petitioner prays for an order: 

1. Approving, allowing and settling the account; 

2. Authorizing the conservator and attorney fees 

and commissions; 

3. Authorizing payment of the bond fee; 

4. Imposing a lien for any unpaid balances of the 

authorized fees and commissions;  

5. Dispensation of further accounts; and 

6. Other relief be granted that the Court 

considers proper. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Wednesday, February 27, 2013 

 

 

3 Andrea Gaucin (Estate) Case No. 08CEPR00838 

 Atty Kruthers, Heather  H  (for Petitioner/Administrator Public Administrator) 

 (1) First and Final Account and Report of Successor Administrator and (2) Petition  

 for Allowance of Ordinary and Extraordinary Commissions and Fees and (3) for  

 Distribution 

DOD: 7/2/2008 PUBLIC ADMINSTRATOR, Successor 

Administrator, is petitioner.  

 

Account period: 10/11/11 – 12/21/12 

 

Accounting   - $60,000.00 

Beginning POH - $60,000.00 

Ending POH  - $35,966.96 

 

Administrator  - $1,620.00 

(statutory) 

Administrator  x/o  - $1,248.00 (per Local 

Rule for sale of Real property and 

preparation of tax returns) 

 

Attorney  - $1,620.00 

(statutory) 

 

Bond   - $187.50 (o.k.) 

 

Court fees  - $25.50 

(certified copies) 

 

Petitioner states the estate is insolvent.  After 

payment of creditor’s claims there is no 

property to distribute to the heirs.  

 

Distribution of remaining property on hand 

will be to: 

 

HSCB Bank  - $9,416.34 

HSCB Bank  - $9,306.00 

Discover Bank - $6,938.52 

Target Nat’l Bank - $2,596.85 

Citibank  - $2,573.25 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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 4 Wanda H. Bingham (CONS/PE) Case No. 11CEPR00949  

 Atty Boyett, Deborah K. (Court Appointed for Conservatee/Petitioner)   
 Petition for Order Fixing and Allowing Court-Appointed Attorney's Fees 

Age: 87 

 

DEBORAH K. BOYETT, Petitioner, was Court 

appointed to represent the conservatee on 

10/24/11. 

 

JOAN ST. LOUIS, was appointed successor 

conservator of the person and estate on 

01/09/13. 

 

Petitioner requests fees in connection with 

the representation of the conservatee for 

Joan St. Louis Petition to appoint a 

successor conservator. 

 

Petitioner asks that she be paid from the 

conservatorship estate for 21.6 hours @ 

$250.00/hr. for $5,400.00 and costs in the 

amount of $435.00 for a total of $5,835.00. 

 

Services are itemized by date and include 

review of documents, meetings and 

telephone conferences with other parties 

involved in this matter, visits with client, and 

court appearances. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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5 Gabriela Guerrero (GUARD/PE) Case No. 11CEPR01099 
 Atty Barberi, Tina M. (for Julieta Guerrero – guardian/Petitioner)   
 Petition for Termination of Guardianship 

Age: 5 

 

JULIETA GUERRERO, mother/Guardian of the 

Estate, is Petitioner. 

 

Petitioner was appointed Guardian of the 

Estate on 04/25/12. 

 

Father: CUAUHTEMOC GUERRERO – 

deceased 

 

Paternal grandparents: DECEASED 

 

Maternal grandmother: LIVES IN MEXICO  

Maternal grandfather: DECEASED 

 

Petitioner states that guardianship of the 

estate is no longer necessary because the 

only asset of the estate was lost to 

foreclosure. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Petitioner is Spanish speaking. 

 

Note:  It appears this guardianship is not 

in a position to be terminated due to the 

following: 

 

1. No Inventory & Appraisal has 

been filed in this matter.  Need 

Inventory & Appraisal. 

 

2. No accounting has been filed in 

this matter.  Need First and Final 

Account. 

 

3. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

4. Need proof of service by mail at 

least 15 days before the hearing 

of Notice of Hearing or Consent & 

Waiver of Notice or Declaration 

of Due Diligence for: 

- Maternal grandmother* 

*Unless the Court dispenses 

with Notice.  Petitioner states 

that she lives in Mexico. 

 

5. The caption on the Petition and 

Order is incorrect.  The minor’s 

name should be reflected in the 

caption, not the name of the 

minor’s deceased father.  Need 

revised Order. 
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 6 Mark Carlson Lee (CONS/E) Case No. 12CEPR00343 
 Atty Kruthers, Heather H. (for Public Guaridan – Conservator – Petitioner)   
 Petition for Instructions and Authorization Regarding Payment of Tuition for  
 Conservatee's Daughter 

Age: 63 PUBLIC GUARDIAN, Conservator of the estate, is 
Petitioner. 
 

Petitioner states the conservatee’s monthly income is 
approx. $2,106.90. His monthly expenses are $1,177.40, 
including rent, utilities and personal needs money. He 
also has $131,849.97 cash on hand from an 
inheritance.  
 

One of Mr. Lee’s daughters began college this year. 
Her annual expenses for school, including room and 
board and books, total $43,545.00. Through 
scholarships, grants and financial aid, she will be able 
to cover $37,359.00 of that. She needs another 
$6,066.00 to pay fully for her first year.  
 

Mr. Lee’s son-in-law has been in contact with the 
Public Guardian and County Counsel regarding the 
daughter’s need for assistance. Mr. Lee has expressed 
his desire to provide assistance to his daughter for her 
education. Mr. Lee’s attorney, Kim Aguirre, expressed 
concern about providing money to a child from 
whom Mr. Lee is estranged. Therefore, the Court’s 
instruction and authority are necessary. 
 

Probate Code §2423 allows authorization, upon 
petition, for the conservator to pay and distribute 
surplus income of the estate to relatives within the 
second degree whom the Conservatee would, in the 
judgment of the court, have aided but for the 
existence of the conservatorship. The Court, in 
ordering payments under this section, may impose 
conditions if the court determines that the 
Conservatee would have imposed conditions if he 
had capacity to act. 
 

Petitioner states the Court can order payments by 
finding that the Conservatee would have aided his 
daughter but for the existence of the conservatorship 
of his estate. Mr. Lee stated that he would like to 
provide her with financial assistance for school.   
 

Petitioner prays that the Court find that Mr. Lee would 
provide financial assistance to his daughter but for the 
existence of the conservatorship; and that the Court 
order a payment of $6,066.00 to Hannah Grace Lee. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
Note: The Court may require 
further information regarding the 
request at the hearing. 
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7 Rumalda Ramos (Estate) Case No. 12CEPR00395 
 Atty Meyers, Dorinda  (of Hanford, for Petitioner Ramona Ramos)   
 Amended Petition for Letters of Special Administration; Authorization to Administer  

 Under IAEA (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 4/24/2009 RAMONA RAMOS, daughter, is 

Petitioner and requests 

appointment as Special 

Administrator with full IAEA and 

without bond.  

 

Petitioner is the sole heir and waives 

bond.  

 

 

Full IAEA –  ? 

 

 

Decedent died intestate. 

 

 

Residence – Coalinga 

Publication –  ? 

 

 

 

Estimated value of the Estate: 

 

Real property- $64,000.00 

Total  - $64,000.00 

 

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith  
 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Continued from 1/2/13.  As of 2/21/13 the 

following issues remain:  
 

1. Petition does not state why a special 

administrator is needed as opposed to 

a general administrator.  A special 

administrator is generally appointed for 

a limited purpose whereby a general 

administrator is appointed to administer 

the entire estate.  Court may require 

clarification.   

 

2. Need Affidavit of Publication. Petition 

requests appointment as Special 

Administrator with general powers and 

full IAEA. Pursuant to Probate Code 

§8545, notice shall be the same as 

under Probate Code §8003, which 

includes publication under Probate 

Code § 8120 et seq.  

 

3. Item 5(a) of the Petition is incomplete as 

to (3) or (4) re: registered domestic 

partner, and (7) or (8) re: issue of a 

predeceased child. 

 

4. Need date of death of spouse pursuant 

to Local Rule 7.1.1D. 

 

5. Need Order 

 

6. Need Letters. 

 

Note: There have been two previous 

continuances and none of the deficiencies 

have been corrected or addressed.   
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